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This story is about the liberation of Limburg and the lives of Maria Andres and Trudy
Habets — two Limburg-born liberation children* whose biological fathers were Black
American soldiers. They were the first people of color in Catholic Limburg. What was
it like for them to grow up there? How do young people today respond to their story?

Characters:

NARRATOR 1 / NEWSREADER 1
NARRATOR 2 / NEWSREADER 2
NARRATOR 3

NARRATOR 4

NARRATOR 5

NARRATORS 1-5 stand facing the audience, either in a row or in small groups.

ALL

Welcome to Radio Anders!

Very special

Extremely exclusive

Broadcasting from home

But maybe one day back on stage again

NARRATOR 1
Why are we actually called Radio Anders?

NARRATOR 2

Well, just because... everything feels so different, I guess.
NARRATOR 3

Different from what?

NARRATOR 4

Different from what’s normal now?

NARRATOR 5
Or different from the past?
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NARRATOR 2
Yeah, both.

NARRATOR 1
Well, it’s also about people who look different.

NARRATOR 2
But who decides what “normal” looks like?

NARRATOR 3
It’s about having a different skin color than most people, or something like that.

NARRATOR 4
Right, okay.

NARRATOR 2
But does that really make you different?

NARRATOR 3
I think that’s different for everyone.

NARRATOR 2
You can’t hear from our voices what we look like.

NARRATOR 1
So here, on Radio Anders, we're all equal.

ALL
(speaking over each other) YES! NICE! COOL!

NARRATOR 3
It’s now seventy-five years since the war ended.

NARRATOR 4
“We” means “in our country.”

NARRATOR 5
And exactly seventy-five years ago, Maria and Trudy were born.

NARRATOR 3
Born from their mothers—
(all cry like babies)

NARRATOR 4
They were zero then.

NARRATOR 5
And now they’re seventy-five.



NARRATOR 4
Seventy-five!

NARRATOR 3
They are children of the liberation.

NARRATOR 5
So were they free as children?

NARRATOR 3
Were they really free as children?

NARRATOR 4

Trudy and Maria are two children of Black American soldiers who came to liberate
Limburg. Many people didn’t know for a long time that they, too, helped free the
Netherlands.

NARRATOR 5
We spoke with Trudy and Maria.

ALL
(overlapping) So special / really inspiring / so positive / we learned so much!

NARRATOR 5
I was shocked that no one knew the Black liberators... well, that they even existed!
That no one knew!

NARRATOR 3
Yes. That story, and all those stories, we have to keep telling them.

ALL
Okay!

NARRATOR 4
Let’s start at the beginning.

NARRATORS 1 and 2 stand on chairs and turn into NEWSREADERS 1 and 2. The
others sit down and listen as if to a radio broadcast.

NEWSREADER 1
The following is a message to the Dutch population about the liberation of Limburg,
in which the Black soldiers most certainly participated.

On September 12, at ten o’clock in the morning, near the Limburg village of Mesch, a
regiment of the 3oth U.S. Infantry Division crossed the Dutch-Belgian border.



NEWSREADER 2

That same day, from Visé in Belgium, the liberation of Eijsden followed. Soon,
residents of other South Limburg villages also see American soldiers for the first
time.

It remains unclear whether the Dutch military authorities were aware of the racial
segregation within the American army that entered the Netherlands.

NEWSREADER 1
Nothing suggests that they were.

NEWSREADER 2
Already on September 5, 1944—

NEWSREADER 1
—“Mad Tuesday”—

NEWSREADER 2
—the entire country breaks out in celebration over supposed Allied victories.

NEWSREADER 1
Wrongly, as it would later turn out.

It would take until September 12 for the first American soldiers to set foot on Dutch
soil.

NEWSREADER 2
The Germans are then driven out of several areas in Limburg, and in the regions that
come under American control, exuberant celebrations erupt.

NEWSREADER 1
Everyone immerses themselves in joy. All the American soldiers — including the
thousands of Black ones — are embraced as liberators.

NEWSREADER 2
And when people are asked to take in liberators as guests, they gladly agree.

NEWSREADER 1
And not just because of the chocolate, cheese, cigarettes, and canned food!

NEWSREADER 2
Years of fear, unrest, hunger, misery, and powerlessness have come to an end.
Even though it’s still unclear what lies ahead, the joy is intense and overflowing.

TOGETHER
That concludes this message from Radio Anders.



NEWSREADERS 1 and 2 turn back into NARRATORS 1 and 2. The group returns to
its earlier formation.

NARRATOR 3
So that was the end?

NARRATOR 4
Kind of, yes...

NARRATOR 5
But also the beginning.

NARRATOR 1
The beginning of Maria and Trudy’s story.

NARRATOR 2
But... what happened next?

In 2020, the podcast Radio Anders premiered (directed by Karlijn Hamer;
performed and produced by Nina Cals, Marciénne Hirsch, Josephine Janssen,
Isabel Leijen, Lucy Mattheij, and Bas Opgenoorth; editing by Niels Kuiters —
production company: Het Laagland).

The podcast was made with the generous cooperation of Maria Andres, Trudy
Habets and Mieke Kirkels.

This was one of the alternative formats through which Theater Na de Dam
continued its work during the first Covid-19 lockdown in 2020.

*In 1945 and 1946, so-called “liberation children” were born — children of Dutch women and Allied
soldiers such as Americans, Canadians, British, Scots, Irish, or Israelis. After years of war, the
liberation of the Netherlands brought immense joy, and many relationships developed between Dutch
women and foreign soldiers — sometimes even when the women were already married to men still
abroad.

In Limburg, some of these liberation children had Black fathers from the American army that crossed
the border near Maastricht in September 1944 to liberate the south of the Netherlands. They were
born with skin tones that stood out in what was then a predominantly white, Catholic region.



