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LESSON PLAN: THE
INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM

At school, young people from different
backgrounds live and learn together.
We call this diversity, but it is not
always inclusive.

Are all stories being heard? Does
every pupil receive the attention they
deserve? What if one perspective
comes into conflict with another?

This lesson plan is designed to open
up a discussion about diversity and
inclusion with your class. As we work
within our own framework, eyewitness
accounts from the Second World War
form the basis. From here, various
current themes can be explored.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Openness: Curiousity about people from
different backgrounds to your own, being
able to listen to one another and learn from
one another;

Reflection: Articulate what you have
experienced, how you feel about it, and
being able to reflect on and discuss your own
actions;

Social awareness: Reflect on past events
and relate them to today’s society.

REQUIREMENTS:

* Printed copies of the story you
have chosen (see list next page)

e Paper, A3 or A4

e Markers

CONTENT FRAMEWORK

Research and surveys among teachers have
shown that many teachers prefer not to tackle
the subject of the Second World War. It is
precisely in classes where pupils have
different backgrounds — and therefore often
different perspectives — complex discussions
are sometimes avoided. Not because
teachers do not want to, but because they do
not feel sufficiently equipped to manage
potentially heated debates.

When it comes to the Second World War, we
are increasingly hearing alternative views.
The Holocaust is said to have been
fabricated or at least greatly exaggerated,
Hitler's ideology wasn'’t all that bad, and in
the shadow of the conflict between Israel and
Palestine, anti-Semitism — and, for that
matter, Islamophobia — is on the rise once
again. This is also prevalent among young
people, who often lack sufficient media
literacy to defend themselves against
rumours circulating on social media. Or who
do not dare to go against the ideas of their
parents, friends or social network.

What do you do as a teacher if the Hitler
salute is used as a joke in your form group? If
the persecution of Jewish people is denied?
Or when crude anti-Semitic remarks are
made as violence between Israel and
Palestine flares up again? What do you do
when pupils in your form group exclude
others because they have a different
background? When ‘us versus them’ thinking
increases? When different groups interact
less and less, and the differences thus
threaten to grow even wider?



In an increasingly polarised society, polarisation
in education is a constant threat. Yet it is
precisely there, within the safety of a classroom,
that new and inclusive conversations can and
must take place. This lesson plan is an invitation
to start a conversation with your form class. So
that all — new — voices are heard and people talk
to one another rather than about one another.
Fortunately, you are not starting from scratch.
Choose a theme from the list below* that suits
your class. Each theme is accompanied by one
or more stories from Atelier van Herinnering.
Then make use of the lesson plan below the list.
As every class, school, neighbourhood, town
and county is different, the lesson plan has been
kept deliberately concise. Using the text you
have chosen and our starting point, you’ll get to
work yourself. After all, you know your pupils
best. We wish you an inspiring lesson or
lessons. If you encounter resistance, the
discussion gets stuck, or you’re not sure how to
proceed, please get in touch with us. We’d be
happy to help you find a solution.

*You can, of course, also use other stories from
Atelier van Herinnering.

LIST: STORIES

Theme: anti-Semitism > The Jewish Stars of
Enschede

Theme: Holocaust denial > The Rose
Garden

Theme: racism and discrimination >
Imprisoned

Theme: history of slavery > Between the
lines

Theme: Antillean perspective > This is no
small town

Theme: Surinamese perspective > Suriname

Theme: Indonesian perspective > No
longer silent

-

Theme: fleeing (e.g. for International
Transition Classes) > Arrival in Rotterdam

Theme: sexual or gender identity >

Homomonument (in Amsterdam) or During
the war | had...

LESSON PLAN IN BRIEF:
STEP-BY- STEP

Preparation

During your preparation, consider which themes
are relevant in the class. It may be interesting to
look at the composition of the class in terms of
nationality or cultural background. You could even
link to a specific incident, such as mimicking the
Nazi salute as a joke, making racist remarks, or a
growing belief in fake news. Choose from the list
above the story that appeals to you most, with
your class in mind. Consider in advance what
questions, comments, emotions or stories might
arise. Determine what you consider important for
this lesson — what should the pupils have
experienced by the end?

Introduction

Today we’re going to focus on the Second World
War. We’re doing this because that war has had a
profound impact on our shared history. Not only
did the war take place in the Netherlands and
across Europe, but also in North Africa, the
Antilles, Suriname and Indonesia. Even if your
family did not directly experience the Second
World War, or if you do not know this from them,
that period has shaped our society. Furthermore,
themes from the Second World War, such as
discrimination, racism, xenophobia and populism,
are still present today. That is why we are
reflecting on them, especially now.

Read the Story

Today we are reading the story (title). This

story was written by young people, under

the guidance of a theatre maker, after they

spoke with an older person who lived through the
Second World War. This ‘eyewitness’ told them all
about what it was like to be young during the
Second World War. They often talked about what
it's like to be young now, just like you. And about
whether there are similarities between that time
and the present day.



-

Option 1: read the story as a class, with
volunteers at the front of the class read the
parts and someone reading the stage
directions (in italics).

Option 2: hand out the story; everyone
reads in pairs or in small groups.

Put Your Thoughts on Paper

Everyone will be given an A3 or A4 sheet of
paper and a pen or marker. You have heard or
read the story (title). What words spring to mind
now? What has stayed with you the most? For 2
minutes, write down as many words as possible
on your paper.Try to write in one go, without
holding yourself back. It’s all about your first
thoughts and there’s no right or wrong.

Discuss in Your Pairs or Small
Groups

Swap papers with the person sitting next to you.
You now have your classmate’s paper in front of
you. Look at the words they have written. Circle
(preferably in a different colour) the words that
match yours. Underline (preferably in a different
colour) the words that raise questions for you.
Then start a conversation with each other. What
similarities are there? What differences are
there? Why is that? What questions do you now
have for your classmate? After circling and
underlining, there are a few minutes to have a
conversation with each other. Walk around, listen
carefully and note what conversations are taking
place, whether everything is proceeding safely,
and whether anything is being said that will need
attention later, during the group discussion. If the
atmosphere becomes unsafe, stop this activity.
Say: “I can see that it’s difficult to listen properly
to one another and to express your opinion to
someone else without getting angry. I'm going to
help you with that, so from now on we’ll have the
discussion as a whole class.” In very volatile
groups, a visual aid, such as a talking stick, can
be useful. This makes the structure of the
discussion very clear to the pupils. Do ensure,
however, that you keep a close eye on things to
make sure everyone gets an equal chance to
speak.

Feedback to the Whole Class

We’'re now going to discuss the story we've heard
and read, and the thoughts it's sparked in you.
We’ll do this as follows: I'll ask a question and
you’re welcome to respond. It might be the case
that someone says something in a moment with
which you really disagree. In that case, don’t
immediately contradict them, but raise your hand.
You can trust that | will ensure everyone who
wishes to speak gets a chance to do so. Let’s
agree beforehand that our aim is to get to know
each other better, based on our thoughts and ideas
about this story. That way, we won'’t judge one
another, but will be curious about the similarities
and differences that might emerge. OK?

Below are a few questions you could use — but do
feel free to follow your own approach. The most
important thing in this part of the lesson is that a
link is made between the events in the story — that
is, from the Second World War — and the

current situation in the classroom.

« What word springs to mind when you think
back on the story? Why? What does that
word mean to you?

« Which moment from the story has stayed
with you the most? Why?

« Do you recognise any of the situations in
the story? Why or why not?

« Can you imagine that (situation) could
happen today? Why or why not?

« In what way does (situation) influence how
we interact and live together today?

» How do you see that reflected in our
class?

« Something happened in our class recently
(situation). What can we learn from the
events of the Second World War, or
specifically from thestory we have just
covered?

« Why do we still talk about the Second
World War today, for example by
observing two minutes’ silence on 4 May
or, as we are doing today, by having a
lesson on the subject?

« What would happen if we stopped
reflecting on the Second World War?

« Are there things we do not reflect on
enough? Which ones, and why might that
be? What can we do to change that?



CONCLUSION ’

Today’s lesson was about the Second World War, but really it was also very much about you. In our
class, sometimes (situation) happens. | think that today we’ve taken a great step forward in listening to
one another, being curious about each other’s stories and trying to empathise with one another. It's not
a problem if you don’t always agree with each other, and you’re allowed to have arguments too. But
today you’ve shown that it’s possible to have a proper conversation with one another. Well done.

Finally: what word will you take with you as you leave the lesson — what will you take away from this?

CLOSING REMARKS

How did the lesson go? Was it difficult to engage in conversation with so many different pupils,
each with their own perspective? Did any issues arise that require further attention? What inspiring
comments were made? What are you personally taking away from the lesson? Is this something
you'll revisit more often? We’re very curious to hear about your teaching experience. Please do get
in touch with us!
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